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 1 

Present Members:  Jenny Garneau, Robin Harvey, Jennifer Iller, Timothy Lepore and Melissa Murphy, 2 

Parker Richards, Joseph Zieff 3 

 4 

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM in the Cyrus Peirce Middle School Cafeteria. 5 

 6 

Newly-elected Chair, Tim Lepore opened the meeting, Melissa Murphy made a motion to approve the 7 

agenda, Robin Harvey seconded, and it was approved unanimously.  Welcome to Parker Richards, newly 8 

appointed Student Council Representative. 9 

 10 

School Presentation –NHS, Principal John Buckey – National Merit Scholarship Competition 11 
Nantucket High School now requires all Sophomores and Juniors to take the PSAT exams and the Junior 12 

students automatically are entered into the National Merit Program Recognition. Mr. Buckey was thrilled 13 

to present the largest group from NHS he knows of:  Ronan Daly, Olivia Funderburg, Dylan O’Connor, 14 

Parker Richards and James Roggeveen, who qualified and were awarded as participants.  Of 1.5 million 15 

test takers, 50,000 have qualified, and our five representatives will have an opportunity to become Merit 16 

Scholarship Winners.  Congratulations to them all, good luck in September in the next round. 17 

 18 

Facilities Update – Director of Facilities, Barry Dulong 19 
Mr. Dulong went over all the current Capital Projects and gave a brief synopsis of each.  He reviewed the 20 

funds that were originally appropriated and what remaining monies are available on each project.  These 21 

projects each are underway in some capacity.  Additionally, Mr. Dulong reviewed the 2014 Capital 22 

Projects and what has been appropriated.  There are many upgrades and many changes that will enhance 23 

the campus of NPS.  Melissa Murphy asked if money can be moved around from project to project if it is 24 

found that there is surplus in one area and not enough in another, to which Superintendent Cozort 25 

answered no, that it is necessary to follow the warrant.  Space needs was again brought up, and the 26 

pressing need to figure out what to do now that we are maxed to capacity.  Tim Lepore asked if we are 27 

projecting ahead and Superintendent Cozort added that we need to possibly anticipate a mandated pre-28 

school.  As a result of this discussion, the School Committee agreed to set up a new Task Force Space 29 

Needs and agreed to have a Workshop on Tuesday, May 14 at 7:30 AM to do a ‘Walk-About’ at 30 

Nantucket Elementary School. 31 

 32 

Special Education Update – Director of Special Services, Nancy Miller 33 
Ms. Miller offered a comparison of numbers and data from last year to this year showing consistency 34 

throughout the District with Students with Disabilities.  She did a comparison breakdown of each 35 

building, more specifically of students on IEP’s, 504 Plans, students classified as Limited English 36 

Proficiency and SWD’s, and also an overview of student evaluation numbers to determine SPED 37 

eligibility.  She also pointed out the re-evaluations happen every three years for students who are already 38 

on IEP’s.  Tim Lepore, always concerned about the concussion protocol asked about 504 options for 39 

student athletes who suffer concussions and Nancy Miller suggested that 504 is often the best route for 40 

students afflicted.   41 

 42 

The Coordinated Program Review (CPR) is now complete and Ms. Miller stated NPS was in ‘good 43 

shape’. The DESE reviewed our district in late April to determine compliance for Special Education,  44 

Civil Rights, and English language Education.  Now that their visit is finished the DESE will issue a 45 

written report of their findings by summer 2013. NPS will have one calendar year to respond with a 46 
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Corrective Action Plan, if necessary, and/or to correct any practices and procedures that were found to be 47 

out of compliance.  Ms. Miller felt that we presented a very inclusive program and felt the CPR 48 

perception was that NPS makes great effort in making all students a part of school life.  Ms. Miller 49 

continued by describing the SPED summer programming, expanded summer programming to include 50 

SPED students, Title 1 Students, regular education students needing extra support and Summer Boost 51 

students.  She also mentioned the success of Co-Teaching, one of the new initiatives this year to increase 52 

co-teaching opportunities throughout the district.  This initiative has been successful and has net results 53 

showing increased achievement.  Finally, Ms. Miller shared the expansion of special needs services, how 54 

our student population continues to increase, and how we are preparing our staff to accommodate this 55 

growth.  She gave a breakdown of the current teachers by grade, and the hiring of one replacement for 56 

ISDC at NES and one new hire for ISDC at CPS. 57 

 58 

Student Support Services (SSS) were next addressed by Ms. Miller, with a snapshot of how many 59 

students are served in total of each building in our district and who is the support in each.  Our support 60 

services staff help with academic, emotional, social, and behavioral well-being.  Melissa Murphy was 61 

curious if we have enough staffing to support our student population.  Ms. Miller does think our SSS has 62 

very busy days, agrees we might need to consider these needs, and offered a quick view the day in the 63 

school life of one Social Worker (see attached). Ms. Miller commented on our consulting pediatric 64 

psychiatrist, Dr. Barry Main, who has provided services for the district and has been well received.   65 

 66 

Report of ASCD – Director of Curriculum & Assessment, Dr. Christine Tyrie 67 
In March, Dr. Tyrie and five teachers attended the Association of Supervision & Curriculum 68 

Development Conference in Chicago.  With a theme of “Education for 21
st
 Century”, there were 69 

hundreds of sessions to choose from and 9000 teachers attended.  Lynn Aloisi, Ann Dalzell, John 70 

McGuinness, Tim Psaradelis, and Cara Seal joined Dr. Tyrie, each attending various sessions and each 71 

submitted a summary of their takeaways.  Collectively, they agreed it was a great opportunity for 72 

teachers.  Jenny Garneau commented it seemed well worth the cost, and Superintendent Cozort agreed.  73 

He shared that the district sent teachers two years ago, the Administrators last year, and teachers, again 74 

this year adding it is incredibly beneficial for educators to learn first-hand what is happening nationally. 75 

 76 

School Committee Sub-Committee and Task Force Assignments 77 
The School Committee reviewed the draft provided by Superintendent Cozort.  It was determined to add 78 

Robin Harvey to the Student Support Services Task Force.  It was also decided to replace Melissa 79 

Murphy on the Policy Task Force with Robin Harvey.  A new, Space Needs Task Force was created as a 80 

vehicle to move forward with planning for added space as dictated by our significant enrollment 81 

increases. 82 

 83 

Comments from the Public  84 
David Dickson wished to go on record for the following announcements:  Wednesday, May 8 was Ride 85 

Your Bike to School Day, Congratulations to the Nantucket Golf Club Scholar Winners, and 86 

Congratulations to Will Ferriera, Junior Varsity Baseball Player, who has pitched two no hitters.   87 

  88 

 89 

 90 

Committee discussion and votes to be taken: 91 
A motion to approve the transfer and invoices was made by Melissa Murphy and seconded by Robin 92 

Harvey.  The motion was approved by a vote of the Committee. 93 
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 94 

A motion to approve the minutes of March 26, 2013, was made by Melissa Murphy and seconded by 95 

Robin Harvey and a motion to approve the Workshop Minutes of May 1, 2013 was also made by Melissa 96 

Murphy, seconded by Jenn Iller, and both were approved by a vote of the Committee. 97 

  98 

Nantucket Community School has received a $9,880.00 donation from The Community Foundation for 99 

Nantucket-Discretionary Grant Fund, for the ‘Summer Boost’ program, in memory of Robert & 100 

Eleanor Jones.  As the School Committee policy on ‘Gifts/Grants/Donations’ requires SC acceptance of 101 

all new gifts, grants, donations, and they have made a generic prior approval for all similar gifts, a 102 

motion was made by Melissa Murphy and seconded by Robin Harvey to accept this gift, and it was 103 

approved unanimously.  104 

 105 

Superintendent’s Report 106 
Superintendent Cozort acknowledged Teacher Appreciation Week and the many happenings for our 107 

teachers, the FONPS evening at Bartlett’s Farm, the Advocate for Children’s Award dinner, and more. 108 

Mr. Cozort also welcomed officially, Parker Richards to the Student Council seat and thanked Joseph 109 

Zieff for his participation this year. 110 

 111 

Enrollment 112 
Again a few more students have entered our doors.  As previously discussed, we are aware of the space 113 

need issues and responding, not just watching this growth.   114 

 115 

On the Horizon 116 
Superintendent Cozort reviewed the agenda items for the next meeting on May 21, 2013: Food Service 117 

Update, Annual Technology Report, report of the Space Needs Workshop Meeting. 118 

 119 

Sub-Committee & Acknowledgements  120 
Joseph Zieff reported that Student Council will be holding elections.  They are hoping to increase 121 

participation, they feel they need larger numbers. Master Zieff, a winner of the Nantucket Golf Club 122 

Scholarship Award has decided to attend Middlebury College.  Tim Lepore thanked him for his service 123 

and wished him the best of luck.  124 

 125 

A motion to adjourn the School Committee meeting was made by Melissa Murphy and seconded by 126 

Jennifer Iller. The motion was approved by a vote of the Committee. 127 

 128 

 129 
 130 
Meeting adjourned at 7:26 PM 131 

Respectfully submitted, 132 

Logan O’Connor, School Committee Clerk  133 


